THE  MASTER OF  DESTINIES

Seyd Zia. Riza's strong and dominant personality saw to
it that the bulk of the country's revenue went to develop
the army. It was a short step to make himself master.
Adept at political intrigue, despite many vicissitudes he
cleared his path of all who might stay his hand, and
gripped the cabinet by force of character. The reigning
Shah, disgraced by a shocking record of weak rule, was
sent packing to Europe, where he promptly died. Control
of the cabinet, then power absolute, enabled Riza to found
a new dynasty. A soldier and a statesman, he showed the
Eastern flair for despotism. A mock election decided who
was to be the new Shah. Riza was a strong favourite for
a race in which there was only one horse.

Thousands flocked to his coronation in April, 1926,
which was held in the great hall of the famous Gulistan
Palace in Teheran. The tall pearl-encrusted crown of
the former dynasty lay upon a cushion beside the Darya-
i-Nura smaller sister to the Koh-i-Nur. He wore a cape
sewn with pearls. The Prime Minister advanced bearing
the golden Pahlevi crown, made especially for the occasion,
richly bejewelled with diamonds, emeralds, and rubies, a
fine egret in the centre. Riza placed it upon his own head.
Seated on the throne of Nadir Shah he made a speech,
in the course of which he said: "The officials of the Govern-
ment must display faithfulness and probity, energy and
activity. They must endeavour to make the people wise,
strong, and powerful; and must provide for the comfort
of the public according to my expectations.55 After the
ceremony he drove in state through Teheran in his golden
coach.

When does such conduct become tolerable?

''Treason doth never prosper; what's the reason?
For if it prosper, none dare call it treason."

Until his accession the wretched peasants were forced
to pay heavy taxes without prospect of redress. They were
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